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BACKGROUND AND KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
• According to the U.S. Geological Survey, a magnitude 8.0 earthquake struck off the coast of Peru on August 15, at 

1840 hours local time.  The epicenter of the earthquake was located near the town of Chincha Alta, 100 miles south-
southeast of Lima along the Pacific coast at a depth of approximately 92 miles.  Following the initial earthquake, more 
than 300 aftershocks have occurred, including several with magnitudes higher than 6.0.  

• According to the joint U.N. and European Commission Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System (GDACS), 
approximately 515,000 people live within a 62 mile radius of the earthquake’s epicenter.   

• On August 16, the Government of Peru (GOP) declared a state of emergency in the Department of Ica and Cañete 
Province, and the GOP’s Civil Defense Organization (INDECI) deployed assessment teams to Ica Department, 
including to the region around Chincha and Pisco, to determine the impact of the earthquake and humanitarian needs.  
According to international media reports, the earthquake toppled houses and buildings, damaged roads, and caused 
several landslides.   

• On August 16, U.S. Ambassador P. Michael McKinley declared a humanitarian emergency in Peru due to the 
earthquake.   

 
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE                                                               SOURCE 
Total Affected Population 510 killed, 1,000 injured OCHA1, August 17, 2007 
Houses Destroyed 16,879 homes INDECI, August 17, 2007 

 
FY 2007 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING PROVIDED TO DATE 
USAID/OFDA Assistance to Peru ............................................................................................................................$300,000 
Total USAID Humanitarian Assistance to Peru .....................................................................................................$300,000 
 
CURRENT SITUATION 
• The area of Pisco was most affected by the earthquake, followed by the Ica and Chincha areas.  The earthquake 

destroyed a hospital in Chincha, collapsed the road to Ita, and damaged the road to Huncajo.  In Pisco, a cathedral 
with 300 people inside collapsed.  According to international media reports, 80 percent of buildings and homes in 
Pisco have been damaged and 25 percent of all structures in Ica have collapsed.   

• A six-person USAID/OFDA assessment team, including a regional advisor, four consultants for the Latin American 
and Caribbean (LAC) region, and an information officer, are in Peru or en route to the country to work with INDECI 
and the U.S. Embassy in Lima to assess damages and determine priority needs. 

 
Emergency Needs 
• According to the U.N. World Food Program (WFP), the GOP has requested food assistance for earthquake-affected 

communities.  In response, WFP is donating $500,000 in food supplies from in-country food stocks.  The food will 
be distributed through the GOP’s National Program for Food Assistance.   

• On August 17, INDECI indicated that the most urgent emergency needs are for shelter materials and emergency 
relief supplies, such as blankets, plastic sheeting, and water purification tablets.   

• According to the Pan American Health Organization, several health facilities in the Department of Ica, including 
hospitals in Pisco and Chincha, have suffered physical damage and are operating on a limited basis. 

• On August 17, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies  released an emergency appeal 
requesting $1.3 million in cash or in-kind donations and services to assist 4,000 families (20,000 people) for up to five 
months. 

• According to international media reports, damage to roads between Lima and the Department of Ica is delaying the 
transportation of emergency relief supplies.   

 

                                                           
1 U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs.  

 



Peru Earthquake – August 17, 2007 

USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
• Immediately following the earthquake, USAID/OFDA deployed a six-member assessment team to Peru to join 

INDECI and other emergency responders in determining humanitarian needs.  
• USAID/OFDA immediately provided $100,000 through USAID/Peru for the local purchase and transport of 

emergency relief supplies to the most affected areas in the Department of Ica.  Based on additional needs, 
USAID/OFDA is providing a further $200,000 through USAID/Peru for humanitarian activities.   

• The Department of Defense (DOD) is sending a Field Surgical Team, from Joint Task Force Bravo in Honduras, to 
Peru.  The 30-member team is scheduled to arrive on August 17 and will include a general surgeon, anesthesiologist, 
general practitioner, physician’s assistant, nurses, and medical technicians.  The team will partner with the U.S. 
Embassy, as well as Peruvian defense and health officials, to provide specialized medical services to affected 
residents.  DOD is also deploying a Medical Readiness Training Team and has provided $50,000 to the Military 
Group in Lima for the local purchase of relief supplies.  Total DOD assistance committed to date, in response to the 
earthquake, is approximately $410,000. 

 
 
 

USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO PERU 
 

Implementing Partner Activity Location Amount 
USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE1 

USAID/Peru Emergency Relief Supplies Ica Department $300,000 

TOTAL USAID/OFDA  $300,000 
TOTAL USAID HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO PERU IN FY 2007 $300,000 

1 USAID/OFDA funding represents anticipated or actual obligated amounts as of August 17, 2007   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 
• The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations 

that are conducting relief operations.  Information on organizations responding to the humanitarian situation in Peru is 
available at www.reliefweb.int.   

• USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in 
the affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, warehouse space, 
etc); can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken 
region; and ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

• More information can be found at: 
o USAID:  www.usaid.gov – Keyword:  Donations 
o The Center for International Disaster Information:  www.cidi.org or (703) 276-1914 
o Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID web site at http://www.usaid.gov/our_work/humanitarian_assistance/disaster_assistance/ 


